December 18, 2012 Agenda

Highland Central School District

Board of Education Business Meeting

Tuesday, December 18, 2012

6:00 Executive Session Pending on Board Approval

7:00 pm Regular Meeting held in the High School Cafeteria

Executive Session: Anticipated upon Board Approval
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Highland Central School District conduct

an Executive Session to discuss the following topics:

e Collective Negotiations pursuant to Article 14 (Taylor Law) of the Civil Service Law:

The Medical, financial or credit, employment history of a particular person or
corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion,
discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
Fall Scholar Athlete Teams

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

a) Ulster BOCES Update - Board Vice President of Ulster BOCES, Regina Tantillo-
Swanson, will update the Board.

b) Dr. Charles Khoury, District Superintendent will discuss services and collaborative
projects with BOCES.

PUBLIC HEARING
To discuss potential modifications to the sliding income scale in regards to Real Property
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Tax §467.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Any topic related to the agenda may be addressed except for personnel or specific student issues.

Protocol for Public Comment

The school board encourages public participation at its meetings. To allow for efficiency in conducting meetings
and to give each speaker a fair opportunity to present his/her views the following shall apply to the public
speaking portion of the agenda.
o Each speaker shall state their name;
e Any questions/concerns be submitted in writing with speaker’s contact information
(name/address/phone number);
o  Each speaker shall be limited to a time agreed upon by the Board;
The Board will not permit discussion involving individual personnel or students;
Direct all remarks to chair. Community members may not poll individual
Board members nor debate other community members in attendance.
Members of the community are encouraged to also present their comments in writing. Undue interruption or
other interference with the orderly conduct of the Board of Education business will not be allowed. Defamatory
or abusive remarks are always out of order.

ACCEPTANCE OF REPORTS:
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education acknowledges reviewing the following reports:
a) Board of Education Meeting Minutes — December 4, 2012
b) Treasurers Reports and Budget Status & Revenue Status Reports — November 2012
¢) Claims Auditor Report — Warrants November 2012
d) Enrollment and Attendance Report ~ Period 3 — November 1, 2012-November 30, 2012

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION:

a) Principal’s Report: (Reports on file in District Office)
Each month the Principals will report on important information and events occurring in

their schools.

b) Director of Student Services Report: (Report on file in District Office)
Director of Student Services will report on operations of the Student Services

Department.

¢) Approval of Committee on Special Education Minutes
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby accepts the recommendations of
the Committee on Special Education according to the minutes of the CSE meetin%s of
November 26™ and 30™ 2012, and the amendment — no meetings of November 28™ 29t
and 30", 2012, and authorizes the arrangements for such students’ special education

programs and services.

d) Approval of Committee on Preschool Special Education
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby accepts the recommendations of
the Committee on Preschool Special Education according to the minutes of the CPSE
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meetings of November 15", 2012, and authorizes the arrangements for such students’
special education programs and services.

PERSONNEL:

a)

b)

d)

Elementary Before-School Instructor Appointment

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the following individual as an instructor in the
Before- School Program at the elementary school:

Rosanne Moran
Position: ELA Before-School Program
Purpose: Replacing Eric Peterson

Leave Replacement Appointment

a) BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the following leave replacement for the
following individual with an Emergency Conditional Appointment consistent with
SAVE legislation requirements:

Rosanne Moran

Position: Teacher Assistant

Salary: Stepl Grade 7A $16,796 + 10% (pro-rated)
Effective Date: November 26, 2012

Purpose: Replacing Eric Peterson

CSE Chairperson Appointment
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the

Superintendent of Schools, approves the following appointment:

Lisa Neer
Position: CSE Chairperson
Effective: January 1, 2013

Resignation
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the following resignation:

Donna Carroll
Position: Food Service Department / MS
Purpose: Resignation

Non-Teaching Appointments
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the following appointments:
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Donna Carroll

Position: Custodial Worker

Salary: Grade 8A Step 4 $26,260
Effective Date: December 10, 2012

Probation Period: December 10, 2012 — June 10, 2013
Purpose: Replacing Mike Peura
Richard Gallina

Positon: Custodial Worker

Salary: Grade 8A Step 5 $27,254
Effective Date: January 3, 2013

Probation Period: January 3, 2013 — July 3, 2013
Purpose: Replacing Don McMorris
Colleen Rider

Position: LPN — Middle School

Salary: Grade 7B $23,080

Effective Date:

Probation Period:

Purpose:

December 19, 2012
December 19, 2012 — June 19, 2013
Replacing Roseann Arciuolo

f) Substitute Teaching Appointments
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Schools, approves the attached revised substitute teaching list with an
Emergency Conditional Appointment consistent with SAVE legislation requirements.

g) Non-Teaching Substitute Appointments
BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education, upon the recommendation of the

Superintendent of Schools, approves the attached revised Non-Teaching substitute list
with an Emergency Conditional Appointment consistent with SAVE legislation
requirements.

BUSINESS AND OPERATIONS:

a) Surplus Equipment
BE IT RESOLVED that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools the
Board of Education approves the disposal of the attached mentioned technology

equipment in the most cost effective manner.

SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS:

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

New Business:
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a) Correspondence — Any correspondence received by the Board may be discussed.

b) Future BOE Agenda Items

Old Business:

a) RPT §467 Aged-Exemption

b) ECG / Johnson Controls

¢) Ratification of Memorandum of Agreement with HAA

d) NYSSBA Membership - Discussion

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Any topic related to the agenda may be addressed except for
personnel or specific student issues.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Anticipated upon Board approval

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Highland Central School District conduct an
Executive Session to discuss the following topics:

1. Matters which will imperil the public safety if disclosed;

2. Any matter which may disclose the identity of law enforcement agent or informer;
3. Information relating to current or future investigations or prosecution of criminal
offices, which would imperil effective law enforcement if disclosed;

4, Discussions regarding proposed, pending, or current litigation;

5._x__ Collective Negotiations pursuant to Article 14 (Taylor Law) of the Civil Service Law:
6. _x__ The Medical, financial or credit, employment history of a particular person or
corporation, or matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion,
discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation;

7. The preparation, grading or administration of examinations;

8. A proposed acquisition, sale, or lease of real property or the proposed acquisition of
securities, or sale or exchange or securities held by such public body, but only when publicity
would substantially affect the value thereof,

ADJOURNMENT
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LEGAL NOTICE (
HIGHLAND CENTRALSCHOOL DISTRICT () "\ %}
HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA PQ W
320 PANCAKE HOLLOW ROAD \}\b
HIGHLAND, NY 12528

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing for the Highland Central
Tuesday, December 18, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss potentia
in regards to RPT §467.

School District will be held on
I modifications to the sliding income scale




Tax Exemption §467 ~ Sliding Income Scale

Current Limits

3 - S 19,500.00 50%
S 19,500.01 $ 20,500.00 45%
S 20,500.01 § 21,500.00 40%
$ 21,500.01 $ 22,500.00 35%
$ 22,500.01 S 23,400.00 30%
$ 23,400.01 $ 24,300.00 25%
$ 24,300.01 § 25,200.00 20%
5 25,20001 $ 26,100.00 15%
$ 26,100.01 $ 27,000.00 10%
$ 27,000.01 $ 27,900.00 5%
S 27,900.01 above 0%
Maximum Allowable by Law
S - S 29,000.00 50%
$ 29,000.01 § 29,999.99 45%
S 30,000.00 $ 30,999.99 40%
$ 31,000.00 $ 31,999.99 35%
S 32,000.00 $ 32,899.99 30%
S 32,900.00 $ 33,799.99 25%
S 33,800.00 $ 34,699.99 20%
s 34,700.00 $ 35,599.99 15%
S 35,600.00 $ 36,499.99 10%
$ 36,500.00 $ 37,399.99 5%
S 37,400.00 above 0%
Current Sliding Scale + $2,000
S - S 21,500.00 50%
$ 21,500.01 $ 22,500.00 45%
S 22,500.01 $ 23,500.00 40%
S 23,500.01 $ 24,500.00 35%
S 24,500.01 $ 25,400.00 30%
$ 25,400.01 $ 26,300.00 25%
S 26,300.01 S 27,200.00 20%
$ 27,200.01 $ 28,100.00 15%
S 28,100.01 $ 29,000.00 10%
S 29,000.01 $ 29,5900.00 5%
$ 29,900.01 above 0%

12/4/2012



HIGHLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Business Office, 320 Pancake Hollow Road, Highland, New York 12528
Phone: (845) 691-1008 ~ Fax: (845) 691-1003

TO: Deborah Haab, Superintendent of Schools \\

FROM: Louise M. Lynch, School Business Administrator

DATE: November 1, 2012
RE: AGED EXEMPTION §467

Regarding past discussion to increase the income levels for tax exemption regarding RPL§467, attached
you will find the graph showing Highland Central School District’s current property exemptions.

In the event the district decides to increase the income limits, it must take the following steps prior to
March 1, 2013.

Publish a notice indicating the date, time and location of a public hearing

Hold the aforementioned public hearing at a board meeting

Have the Board of Education adopt the change in the income limits (this could be the same night
as the public hearing)

4. Provide a resolution to the assessors in the form of approved board minutes documenting the
change to the income levels and the associated tax exemption percentage prior to March 1.

L.
2.
3

[f you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Town of Lloyd

Senior Citizen Sliding Scale for Exemption

County Exemption

29,000

29.000.01 to 29,999.99
30,000.00 to 30,999.99
31,000.00 to 31,999.99
32.000.00 to 32.899.99
32,900.00 to 33,799.99
33.800.00 to 34.699.99
34,700.00 to 35,599.99
35,600.00 to 36,499.99
36,500.00 to 37,399.99
37.400.00 and over

Town Exemptio
29,000.00

29,000.01 to 29,999.99
30,000.00 to 30,999.99
31.000.00 to 31,999.99
32,000.00 to 32,899.99
32,900.00 to 33,799.99
33.800.00 to 34,699.99
34,700.00 to 35,599.99
35.600.00 to 36,499.99
36,500.00 t0 37.399.99
37.400 and over

Highland School Exemption

19.500.00

19.500.01 to 20,499.99
20.500.00 to 21.499.99
21.500.00 to 22.499.99
22.400.00 to 23.399.99
23.400.00 to 24.299.99
24.300.00 to 25.199.99
25.200.00 to 26.099.99
26.100.00 to 26.999.99
27.000.00 to 27.899.99
wver 27.900.00

30%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%

0%

50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%

0%

New Paltz School Exem ption
50%

29.000.00

29,000.01 to 29,999.99 45%
30,000.00 to 30,999.99 40%
31,000.00 to 31,999.99 35%
32,000.00 to 32,899.99 30%
32,900.00 to 33,799.99 25%
33,800.00 to 34,699.99 20%
34,700.00 t0 35,599.99 15%

35,600.00 to 36,499.99 10%
36,500.00 to 37,399.99 5%
37,400.00 and over 0%

County Disability Exemption
50%

29,000

29,000.01 to 29,999.99 45%
30,000.00 to 30,999.99 40%
31,000.00 to 31,999.99 35%
32,000.00 to 32,899.99 30%
32,900.00 to 33,799.99 25%
33.800.00 to 34,699.99 20%

34,700.00 to 35,599.99 15%
35.600.00 to 36,499.99 10%
36.500.00 to 37.399.99 5%
37.400.00 and over 0%

New Paltz School Disability Exemption
29.000 30%

29.000.01 to 29.999.99 45%
30.000.00 to 30,999.99 40%
31.000.00 to 31.999.99 35%
32.000.00 to 32.899.99 30%
32.900.00 to 33.799.99 25%

13.800.00 to 34.699.99 20%
34.700.00 to 35.599.99 15%,
23.600.00 to 36.499 99 16%
THI00.00 to 37.399.99 305

STA00.00 and over (7
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s of Februmry 12, 1999°
NOW, therefore, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board, after having given the public an
oppertunity to be heard, bareby establishes the maximum income eligibility limits for the

partial real property tax exemption applicable to otherwise qualified taxpayers over the age
of 63, regarding assessment rolls prepared on the basis of the taxabls status date occurring

on or after Jannary 1, 1999, as follows:

Iasome Ranxs Exsmption
]
$0 but less than $19,500. ' 50% exemption
- $19,500. or wore but less than $20,500, ) 45% ezemption
$20,500. or more but less than $21,500. 40% exemption
$21,500, or more but less than $22,500, 35% exemption
$22.590: or more but lesg than $13.400. 30% exemption
$23,400. or mor4a but less than 24,300. 15% exemption
$24,300. or more but less than 525,200, 20% exemption
$25,200, or more but less than $26,100. 15% exemption
$26,100. or more but less than $27,000. 10% exemption
$27,000. or more but less than $27,900. 5% exemption

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board hereby provides that any individual,
mewubmnofwm«mwmmmm,
shall be entitied to such real property tax exemption if s/he bacomes 65 years of age after
the appropriste taxable status date and befors December 31% of the same yesr.

Az/’/;z.

Corrrct /‘%"Q/J’:""f’”’%




Hi, Louise,
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Technology Services Dept.

nd @@
-

Carol Potash, Director

Here is a list of obsolete items that we will be recycling. These items should be declared as surplus and
will be disposed of in a cost effective manner.

Item Make/Model S/N Location
Copier Minolta CS Pro 1031F 3281283 MS LMC
Monivision TV DM-5948S 66101584834 HHS LMC
66101584866 HHS LMC
66101584849 HHS LMC
66101584785 HHS LMC
6610158478 HHS LMC
66101664865 HHS LMC
660102585535 HHS LMC
Monovision TV R64473-AR01 50236371 HHS LMC
Cameras HHS LMC
Panasonic Omnimovie HQ VHS w/case | PV-5440D H8VA10485 HHS LMC
Panasonic Omnimovie HQ VHS w/case | PV-502D I9WA13499 HHS LMC
Overhead Projectors HHS LMC
3M9700 3M9700 583455 HHS LMC
3M1700 1700CI1 70054457 HHS LMC
3M1700 1700C)1 70151930 HHS LMC
VCR and DVD Players HHS LMC
JWVCVCR HR-S3800U 155E6685 HHS LMC
155E6017 HHS LMC
155E6686 HHS LMC
155E6011 HHS LMC
155E6052 HHS LMC
155E6071 HHS LMC
155E5979 HHS LMC
155E6689 HHS LMC
Toshiba VCR W-727 91541648 HHS LMC
SONY VCR SLV-778HF 0198643 HHS LMC
WCVCR/DVD HR-XVC16BU 14174258 HHS LMC
SONY DVD/VCR SLV-D370P 0760259 HHS LMC
Technology Storage Broken/Obsolete/Irreparable Items to be Surplused.
MFG Model Serial Number Highland Tag Number
Dell GX240 7277811 174
Dell GX280 BIN6871 No Tag

Page 1 0f3




Highland

-

Technology Services Dept.

Carol Potash, Director

IBM A30 78-GPB32 No Tag

iBM A30 78-GPAB9 No Tag

Dell GX240 4087811 123

EIKI LC-XNB3W G25A3981

Mitsubishi | XD211U 8608

Dell GX240 GS67811 703

Dell GX240 €Z77811 80

Sharp XR-32K 808921709 | No Tag

Sharp PG-F262X 809913641 201095

HP 11100 USPF(010519 814

HP 111100 USPI009615 1288

HP L1200 CNDL0O19546 1410

ViewSonic | PJD6221 R8K100903299 No Tag

ViewSonic | PJ513DB QXJ084301151 1728

ViewSonic | PJS5111 R7M093004174 No Tag

ViewSonic | PJD6221 R8K101104567 No Tag

Mitsubishi | XD211U 9018 201010

Mitsubishi | XD211U 9016 201020

Mitsubishi | XD211U 6107 | No Tag

Mitsubishi | XD211U 2264 201025

ViewSonic | PJD5111 R7M093001676 3AWUDL0O0071030

Mitsubishi | XD211U 8608 | No Tag

Mitsubishi | XD211U 8542 | No Tag

Mitsubishi | XD211U 2419 201097

EIKI LC-XNB3W G25A3981 No Tag

Deli 1503FP KR-032DVX-47602-165-AL14 1005

Dell 1503FP MX-032DVX-47605-21T7-BSVR | No Tag

Dell 1503FP KR-032DVX-47602-16Q-AFVT | No Tag

Dell 1503FP MX-032DVX-47605-218-A3K7 | No Tag

Dell 1503FP KR-023DVX-47602-165-AKZ4 805

Dell 1504FP KR-O5R108-47602-2A2-CEVZ 817

Dell E151FP CN-06R644-47804-26R-118Z 993

Dell E151FP CN-06R644-47804-26R-L18K 975

Dell 1503FP KR-032DVX-47602-165-AKY] | No Tag
MX-032DVX-47605-17H-

Dell 1503FP AGIU 841
MX-032DVX-47605-21T-

Dell 1503FP BSW9 No Tag
MX-032DVX-47605-17G-

Dell 1503FP AG35 964
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Technology Services Dept.

Carol Potash, Director

MX-032DVX-47605-1B7-

Dell 1503FP A21H No Tag
Dell 1503FP MX-032DVX-47602-16S5-AKYZ | No Tag
Dell 1503FP MX-032DVX-47602-165-AL1A 949
CN-O0M1609-46633-469-
Dell E172FPb 4YMS No Tag
ViewSonic | VS11280 RAE100521112 No Tag
Dell 1503FP KR-032DVX-47602-16S-AKYY 914
Dell 1503FpP KR-032DVX-47602-16Q-AFVZ | No Tag
Dell E151FP CN-06R644-47804-26R-L18V | No Tag
Dell E151FP CN-06R644-47804-26R-L19U | No Tag
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HIGHLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Principal’s Report
December 13, 2012

K: 157 1st: 149
2nd: 117 31d: 141
4t 130 5t: 139 Total: 833 (as of 12/13/2012)

Student Learning Objectives (SLOs):

All teachers have submitted their SLO documents and are now working on their Assessment
Blueprint and Summative Assessments as per our district plan for the 2012-2013 school year.
These documents are scheduled to be collected by the Testing/Data Coordinator on December

141,

Title lll Consortium Work & Upcoming Visit

The Title Il Team met on November 28t with the regional consortium members to discuss ESL
programming. Our team consists of Joel Freer, Heidi VanNes (ESL), Patrick Boyd (Special Ed.),
Tina Assa (General Ed.) and Beth Neenan (Reading). The leaders of the BOCES consortium,
Devin Thornburg and Dianne Matos-Craig will be visiting our district on January 8t for an in-depth
review of our ESL programming. Teacher interviews will be conducted and classes will be
observed. Feedback from this visit is to help inform initiatives for professional development for
those who work most directly with our ESL population.

APPR

This year's APPR process is underway. At the end of December, it is expected that twenty-seven
(27) of the seventy-one (71) formal announced teacher observations/evaluations will be completed.
Our goal is to have all formal announced teacher observations/evaluations completed by mid-
February. In addition, we will begin unannounced observations/evaluations in the first few weeks
of January. Our goal is to have all unannounced teacher observations/evaluations completed by

mid-April,

We will begin evaluations of our forty (40) support staff in January as well. These evaluations will
be completed by mid-June.



PBIS
Our team meets monthly. We have a member of the transportation department who joins us to

coordinate efforts between school and the bus. Additionally, the team has been looking for new
“exciting” ways to have students respond to the tenets of being SAFE, RESPECTFUL and
RESPONSIBLE. In January & February 2013, the team will be working closely with students to
make sure the components of the new DASA legislation are translated into actions in the school.

DASA
Rosann LaManna will receive coordinated training from BOCES on the DASA component to the

SchoolTool Student Data Management system in January.

Community Involvement

The elementary building hosted a large food drive for Thanksgiving collecting nearly 1,000 non-
perishable items. Under the direction of Linda Gallagher and Erin Kaylor-Harris, we provided
turkeys and all the trimmings for 16 families. Additionally, each family received a centerpiece and
cards. All members of the family were also given a pair of gloves. Distribution was held at the
Cavalry Church on the Saturday before Thanksgiving.

Highland Rotary Club provided 12 coats to our school for use by students who did not have a
winter coat. This was facilitated discretely through our social worker, Dawn Palmer.

Through our Support Services (Psychology/Social Work) we held a Christmas Wishes Tree where
staff purchased gifts for 20 families.

The Methodist church is supporting 16 families through on-going contact with our school social
worker, Dawn Palmer.

The local Community Action will be providing gifts for 4 families and the Hawk Swim team has
offered to provide gifts for 4 families. These efforts were coordinated through our school social

worker, Dawn Palmer.

A fourth grade class (Ms. Uhl/Mrs. Ramirez) has adopted a floor at a local nursing home and will
be providing a gift basket with special soaps, shampoos, and personal items this holiday season.

Recently, our building came together to collect school supplies to send to a school in Far
Rockaway, NY who suffered major damage during Hurricane Sandy. Holiday gifts were also
collected. This effort was headed up by Francine Delmar. She received support from HTA,
HELPA and the Highland Girl Scouts with this project.

January 2013
7-ESPTA6:30 pm
31 — Second Marking Period Report Cards go home

2



Highland Middle School

Principal’s Report
December 13, 2012
Enrollment: 9/01/12 11/14/12 12/13/12
6" grade: 144 141 141
7" grade: 162 159 159
8" grade: 134 134 134
Calendar:
December 17- Spelling Bee
December 21- Holiday Play
January 14 - PTA Meeting 6:30 pm
January 18 - PTA School Dance 7-9 pm
January 22 - Superintendent Conference Day

Girls of Today Tomorrow: This after school group designed to assist the empowerment of girls,
has received a $1510 grant from the Community Foundation of the Hudson Valley. The grant will
be used to take as many girls as possible on a trip to Minnewaska State Park and engage in team
building activities. Thanks to Bonnie Meadows from Ulster BOCES who did the majority of the
grant writing and who will be highly involved as an advisor for using the grant money. What a

great opportunity for these girls.

Holiday Show: Even though Elyse Scott has retired, she was the heart and soul of the holiday
show, we will continue with a modified version. Currently several teachers, Lisa Barone and Jen
Bertone, are organizing the play this year. [ never cease to be amazed by the spirit, enthusiasm

and caring of the teachers in this building,

Discipline Issues: Recently we have experienced several discipline incidents dealing with racism.
_ Certainly, each incide Laasbeen dealt with directly. Additionaily, we have already met with

~ " Joakim Lartey from Ulster BOCES to discuss the issues. Mr. Lartey is a specialist in this area
and also works with our district through PBIS. We are in the planning stages of some sort of

sensitivity training for our students,

SLO Evaluations: [ have been meeting with Deb Kelley on a regular basis. One major topic of
conversation is how to schedule, administer and score the SLO summative evaluations which are
a required part of every teacher’s APPR. Certainly, this will take a significant amount of
planning. Certainly, the APPR process is taking a significant amount of time on everybody’s

part.

Personnel: We have completed interviews and have made a recommendation for filling the open
LPN position in the building.

Special Education: As you may remember, we have designed the middle school special
education program to greatly enhance the time and strategies spent on reading and writing
instruction. One key component of this design is READ 180, This is a computerized reading
program that zeros in on students’ specific needs and targets skills for improvements. We are
experiencing some significant technical problems with the program. Carol Potash and the rest of
the tech department have spent quite a bit of time attempting to solve this issue to no avail, We
have been and continue to be in contact with READ 180.







Highland High School
Principal’s Report

December 12, 2012
ENROLLMENT:
9" Grade: 159
10" Grade: 165
11" Grade: 129
12" Grade: 167
620
EVENTS:
December 17" Winter Concert 7 PM
December 24" thru January 1% Winter Recess
January 21° -~ Martin Luther King’s Day No School
January 22" - Superintendent’s Conference Day No School

January 22™ - 25" Regents Exams

Regents Preparatory Tutoring — students who were unsuccessful in receiving credit on Regents/RCT
exams in the past are now receiving tutoring aimed at helping them to succeed on the January exams.
This program is intended to help students meet a formerly unfulfilled graduation requirement.

Digital Photography — As a part of Applebee’s of Poughkeepsie’s remodeling, Highland High School was
invited to submit photos that depict school spirit. Mr. Castellanos and the photography students
submitted 45 photos that were used in creating a mural for the restaurants décor. On December 13"
Applebee’s treated the photography students to appetizers as a thank you for their contribution and to
unveil the mural.

PBIS — The PBIS team has been busy promoting their “in-class, on-time” initiative that recognizes entire
classes as well as individual students. The next N.O.L.S.E. event will be held February 1 during academic
periods. Students will be treated to popcorn and musical performances in recognition of meeting PBIS
expectations. The team is also working on the implementation of Highland F.A.M. (Faculty as Mentors),
this program is an enhancement to the “check-in, check-out” program intended to connect students
with adult mentors within the building.

Interact Food Drive - In support of the Koinonia Food Pantry located at the Methodist Church, the
Rotary Interact Club is sponsoring a holiday food drive. Students and teachers are being encouraged to
bring in canned or other prepackaged non-perishable food items for donation. Each of the three top
donating first period classes will be treated to breakfast courtesy of the Michael Oremus Foundation.
The Interact Club is also spreading holiday cheer at Castle Point to show appreciation to the men and
women who have safeguarded American Freedom.

Theater Club — On December 8" and 9" the theater club presented the faculty authored play
“Distracted”. Over 30 students participated in the performance that portrayed a series of situations
revolving around the theme of distraction from driving.
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Director’s Report
December 18, 2012

STAC AVLs for Special Education Summer Transportation - In order to get reimbursed for special
education summer transportation costs, we must go through an online verification process in the STAC
(System to Track and Account for Children) system. The Transportation Dept, the Business Office, and
Student Services are all working together to make sure we maximize the aid we receive through that
system. In November, we verified $70,452 in transportation costs for summer 2008 in the STAC system.
For summer special education services, we are reimbursed at a rate of 80% for education costs,
maintenance (residential) costs and transportation costs. Ed Truax from the STAC unit believes that we
should receive the payment of $56,361.60 by the end of March. We are finalizing the data to do the
online verification for summer 2009 and 2010 before the break and summer 2010, 2011 and 2012 at the
beginning of January. Please know that the numbers of students requiring ESY programs (Extended
School Year) programs is down significantly for the past 2 years and therefore, the transportation costs
and reimbursement will be less. School year (ten month) transportation costs are aided at 56.5%.

High Cost Thresholds for STAC — The district threshold for high cost aid this year is $31,851 which is
actually lower that the last couple of years. This cut off allows us to recoup high cost aid on students
whose approved programs are above that amount. For the 2010 — 11 year, the threshold was $33,189
and for the 2011 — 12 year, the threshold was $33,312. This is information | shared with you a couple of
months ago, but | want to provide a little more details. Private placement tuitions, i.e. Astor programs or
Center for Spectrum Services, are rate set by the state. From that tuition rate, the state deducts
$12,229.53, our tax levy per student (varies by year) and then we are aided at 86.4% for the tuition
amount above that. For public placement, i.e. BOCES, the tuition is set by BOCES. Any costs above the
high cost thresholds listed above are aided at the rate of 53.7%. There is also an additional category of
BOCES aid.

Annual Review Planning and Budgeting — We are beginning to schedule our out of district students for
their annual reviews and for planning for the budget process. This involves going to visit some of the
programs to see if there are students who need program changes or are ready to return to district. We
also identify any students expected to graduate. While we have a very intensive process to determine
where our students will be placed and what expenses this will entail and we have been very accurate in
the past, this is an unpredictable business as families can move in or out of the district and significantly
impact our numbers.

Attachments:
» Memo ~ Amendment to Section 100.5
»  Article — “Court Upholds IDEA Rule on independent Evaluations”
> Article - “Research Traces Impacts of Childhood Adversity”
»  Article - “Study Bolsters Link Between Routine Hits and Brain Disease”
> Article — “Standardized Testing Costs States $1.7 Billion a Year, Study Says”

Vision Statement: The Highland Central School District, in collaboration with its community and
partners, is a student-centered learning community focused on the development of independent,
lifelong learners while providing a quality education and promoting positive and healthy student growth.
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SUBJECT: Amendment to Section 100.5 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of

Education Relating to the Safety Net for Students with Disabilities to
Graduate with a Local High School Diploma

The Board of Regents, at their October 2012 meeting, approved the emergency
adoption of an amendment to section 100.5 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of
Education. These regulations, effective October 31, 2012, provide an additional option for
a student with a disability to earn a local diploma through the use of a “compensatory
option” if the student:

1. scores between 45-54 on one or more of the five required Regents exams, other

than the English language arts (ELA) or mathematics exam , but scores 65 or
higher on one or more of the required Regents exams, in which case the lower
score(s) can be compensated by the higher score(s)%: and

obtains a passing grade, that meets or exceeds the required passing grade by
the school, for the course in the subject area of the Regents examination in
which he or she received a score of 45-54; and

has a satisfactory attendance rate, in accordance with the district's or school’'s
attendance policy, for the school year during which the student took the
examination in which he or she received a score of 45-54, exclusive of excused

absences; and

is not already using a passing score on one or more Regents Competency Tests
(RCTs) to graduate with a local diploma. (A student may not use the
compensatory score option if he or she is using a passing score on one or more
RCTs to graduate with a local diploma.)

Attached, for additional information, are the amended regulations (Attachment A); a
checklist for eligibility for the compensatory safety net option (Attachment B); and
examples of possible scoring variations (Attachment C). Questions and answers regarding

' A score of at least 55 must be earned on both the ELA and mathematics exams.
A score of 65 or higher on a single examination may not be used to compensate for more than one

examination for which a score of 45-54 is earned.



safety net options have been posted at hitp:/iwww.p12.nysed.qovispecialed/
assessment.html.  Additional questions should be sent to speced@mail.nysed.gov.
Responses to these additional questions will also be posted on that website.

To ensure dissemination to appropriate individuals within a school district, | ask
Superintendents to please share this memorandum with individuals such as Directors of
Special Education, School Psychologists, Committee on Special Education Chairpersons,
Guidance Counselors and Directors of Pupil Personnel and Parent Teacher Associations.
Questions regarding this memorandum may be directed to the Special Education Policy
Unit at 518-473-2878 or to the Special Education Quality Assurance Office in your region:

Central Regional Office (315) 428-4556
Eastern Regional Office (518) 486-6366
Hudson Valley Regional Office (518) 473-1185
Long Island Regional Office (631) 952-3352
New York City Regional Office (718) 722-4544
Western Regional Office (585) 344-2002
Nondistrict Unit (518) 473-1185

Attachments




Attachment B

Checklist for Eligibility for the Compensatory Safety Net Option

The student is eligible for the compensatory safety net option if he/she meets ALL of the
following requirements.

v The student:

* s classified as a student with a disability and has an individualized education
program; or was declassified in grade eight or later and the committee on special
education recommended that the student continue to be eligible to graduate with
a local diploma through the safety net options; or

» has a Section 504 Accommodation Plan and is recommended for the safety net
on his/her Section 504 plan.

v' The student earned at least a score of 55 on both the English language arts and
math Regents examinations that are required for graduation.

v The student earned a score of 65 or higher on one or more required Regents
examinations’ to compensate, on a one-to-one basis, for each required Regents
examination in which he or she received a score of 45-54.

v" The student earned a passing grade, as determined by the school, in the subject
area of the required Regents examinations in which he or she received a score of
45-54.

v' The student has an attendance rate that was deemed to be satisfactory, based on
the district’s or school’s attendance policy, during the school year in which he or she
received a score of 45-54 on the required Regents examination.

v' The student is relying only on Regents examination scores, and not the Regents
Competency Test , to obtain a local diploma.

! Regents examinations required to earn a regular high school diploma include Comprehensive Engligh;
Mathematics; Global History and Geography; Science; and U.S. History and Government.







Attachment C

COMPENSATORY SAFETY NET OPTION EXAMPLES

The following are provided only as examples. For each example, it is presumed that the student has
achieved a passing grade for the course(s) and has a satisfactory attendance rate, in accordance with the
district's or school’s attendance policy, for the course in the subject area of the Regents examination in which
he or she received a score of 45-54.

Student A:
Required Regents Exam Score | Rationale
Comprehensive English 55 » Student earned a score of at least 55 on both the English
Mathematics 65 and mathematics exams.

+ Student's score of 68 on U.S. History exam compensates
Global History & Geography 486 for his score of 46 on Global History exam.
¢ Student may use the compensatory option to graduate

Science 64 with a local diploma.
U.S. History & Government 68
Student B:
Required Regents Exam Score ] Rationale
Comprehensive English 79 * Student earned a score of at least 55 on both the English
Mathematics 86 and mathematics exams.

+ Student’s score of 79 on the English exam compensates for

Global History & Geography 45 his score of 45 on the Global History exam.

e Student's score of 86 on the mathematics exam
compensates for his score of 49 on the U.S. History exam.

U.S. History & Government 49 ¢ Student may use the compensatory option to graduate

with a local diploma.

Science 84

Student C:
Required Regents Exam Score ] Rationale
Comprehensive English 50 * Student did not earn a score of at least 55 on both the
Mathematics 62 . SEtig{if:taﬁa{;a{::? auﬁ;es ii?emiompensatcry option to
Global History & Geography 60 graduate with a local diploma.
Science 73
U.S. History & Government 65

Student D:
Required Regents Exam Score | Rationale
Comprehensive English 61 * Student earned a score of at least 55 on both the English
Mathematics 59 and mathematics exams.

» Student's score of 78 on the Science exam can compensate
Global History & Geography 49 for either his score of 49 on the Global History exam or his
- score of 52 on the U.S. History exam, but not both.

Science 78 ¢ Student may not use the compensatory option to
U.S. History & Government 52 graduate with a local diploma.







Court Upholds IDEA Rule on Independent Evaluations

Sy Mark Walsh o

A federal appeals court has upheld a fongtime U.S. Department of Education regulation requiring school
districts, under certain circumstances, to reimburse parents for independent educational evaluations of

their children with disabilities.

A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit, in Atlanta, ruled unanimously to
uphold the regulation promulgated under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the main federal
special education law. The rule requires districts or other public agencies to pay for independent

evaluations when parents disagree with the public agency's initial assessment of their child.

The regulation has been in place in various forms since 1977, two years after the passage of the

precursor to the IDEA.

The challenge to the rule comes in the case of Alabama parents who squabbled with the Jefferson County
school district over the education of their son, identified as A.C., who has a disability not specified in
court papers. In 2005, the parents disagreed with the district's evaluation of their son and obtained an
independent evaluation. The district refused to reimburse the parents, who then pursued relief through

administrative channels and then the federal courts.

In court, the Jefferson County district challenged the authority of the U.S. secretary of education to
promulgate the regulation requiring that parents be reimbursed for independent evaluations. The board
argued that the regulation exceeded the scope of the IDEA because the statute itself did not authorize
such reimbursements. The U.S. Department of Justice, in a friend-of-the-court brief filed in the 11th
Circuit on the parents' side, argued that the regulation was valid and was entitled to deference.

A federal district court rejected the board's arguments, and in its Nov. 21 decision in 2hiflip . v.
Jefferson County Board of Education, the 11th Circuit appeals panel affirmed.

The appeals court noted that Congress, in effect, endorsed the earliest version of the independent
evaluation regulation in a 1983 reauthorization of the special education law, and that lawmakers have
further renewed the IDEA in 1990, 1997, and 2004 "without altering a parent's right to a publicly funded

[independent educational evaluation].”

"Under the re-enactment doctrine, Congress is presumed to be aware of an administrative or judicial
interpretation of a statute and to adopt that interpretation when it re-enacts a statute without change,"”
the 11th Circuit court said. "Accordingly, Congress has clearly evinced its intent that parents have the

right to obtain an IEF at public expense.”






Research Traces Impacts of Childhood Adversity

By Sarah . Sparks

The stress of a spelling bee or a challenging science project can enhance a student's focus
and promote learning. But the stress of a dysfunctional or unstable home life can poison a

child's cognitive ability for a lifetime, according to new research.

While educators and psychologists have said for decades that the effects of poverty interfere
with students' academic achievement, new evidence from cognitive and neuroscience is
showing exactly how adversity in childhood damages students' long-term learning and
heaith.

Those studies show that stress forms the link between childhood adversity and poor
academic achievement, but that not all adversity—or all stress—is bad for students.

"Children from their earliest life need to learn how to manage adversity," such as dealing
with the first day of school, said Dr. Jack P. Shonkoff, the director of Harvard University's
Center on the Developing Child, in Cambridge, Mass.

Compounding Risks

As part of the Adverse Childhood Experiences Study, more than 17,400 adults in San Diego County were
assigned scores based on the number of risk factors each experienced as a child, including abuse or neglect,
or growing up in homes with domestic violence, drug abuse or mental iliness, or absent parents.
Researchers found that people with higher ACE scores were more likely to experience underage sex or

pregnancy, among other health risks.

Research from Dr. Shonkoff's center and from other experts finds that positive stress—the
kind that comes from telling a toddler he can't have a cookie or a teenager that she's about
to take a pop quiz—causes a brief rise in heart rate and stress hormones. A jolt can focus a

student’s attention and is generally considered healthy,

Similarly, a child can tolerate stress that is severe but may be relatively short-term—from
the death of a loved one, for example—as long as he or she has support,



"Adults help children develop strategies to help cope with these stressors,” Dr. Shonkoff
said. "Whether it's reading or managing stress, adults provide the scaffolding for children to

build those skills themselves.”
"Toxic' Recipe

By contrast, so-called "toxic stress" is severe, sustained, and not buffered by supportive

relationships.

The same brain flexibility, called plasticity, that makes children open to learning in their
early years also makes them particularly vulnerable to damage from the toxic stressors that
often accompany poverty: high mobility and homelessness; hunger and food instability;
parents who are in jail or absent; domestic violence; drug abuse; and other problems,
according to Pat Levitt, a developmental neuroscientist at the University of Southern
California and the director of the neuroscience graduate program at the Keck School of
Medicine in Los Angeles. Both Mr. Levitt and Dr. Shonkoff are part of the National Scientific
Council on the Developing Child, which is studying the effects of environment on children’s

health and cognitive development.

Good experiences, like nurturing parents and rich early-child-care environments, help build
and reinforce neural connections in areas such as language development and self-control,

while adversity weakens those connections.

Over time, the connections, good or bad, stabilize, "and you can't go back and rewire; you
have to adapt,” Dr. Shonkoff said. "If you've built on strong foundations, that's good, and if
you have weak foundations, the brain has to work harder, and it costs more to the brain

and society."”

For example, a study in the October issue of the peer-reviewed journal Child Development
found that out of more than 26,000 students in the Minneapolis public schools, those who
moved more than three times a year had significantly lower mathematics achievement and

academic growth than students with more stable homes.

In a separate study, Richard P. Barth, the dean and a professor of social work at the
University of Maryland College Park, found children with six or more adverse experiences
before age 3 were overwhelmingly likely to be identified as needing special education for

developmental delay.




Self-Control or Trust?

Moreover, a child's ability to delay gratification and control him- or herself—often seen as a
personality trait critical for academic success—can be hugely dependent on the child's sense

of stability in the environment and trust in surrounding aduits.

In a twist on the classic Stanford University "marshmallow experiment,” in which young
children's ability to resist eating a marshmallow was tested to show their self-control,
researchers led by Celeste Kidd, a professor of brain and cognitive sciences at the University
of Rochester in New York recently found children who trusted the word of the adult tester
and felt their environment was more stable waited four times as long for a treat as those

who felt more insecure.
The effects of early stress can linger for decades and go well beyond learning difficulties.

"What happens in childhood, like a child's footprint in wet cement, leaves its mark forever,"
said Dr. Vincent J. Felitti, the director of the Adverse Childhood Experiences Study at the
health-care provider Kaiser Permanente's department of preventive medicine in San Diego.

Known as the ACE study and done in collaboration with Dr. Robert F. Anda at the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, the project analyzed longitudinal data
on more than 17,400 middle-class adults in the Kaiser Permanente system.

Participants reported whether, as children, they had experienced repeated physical, sexual,
or severe emotional abuse, and whether they had grown up with any of five types of
"household dysfunction": a family member in prison; domestic violence; an alcoholic or drug
abuser in the home; someone in the home who was depressed, mentally ill, or suicidal; or
loss of at least one biological parent during childhood for any reason.

Adversity, Decades Later

As it turned out, more than half the adults had had at least one type of severe abuse or
home dysfunction in childhood, and one in 16 had experienced four or more. The number of
traumatic childhood experiences, Dr. Felitti found, was directly proportional to a person's
risk of a wide variety of major medical and social problems, from teenage pregnancy and
drug abuse to adult heart disease and hepatitis.

"These results are almost unique in their magnitude,” Dr. Felitti said. A boy with six
indicators of abuse and home dysfunction was 4,600 percent more likely than a boy with no
risk factors to become an intravenous-drug user, according to the study.



Such findings mean that teachers and doctors are left trying to fix late symptoms, like poor
reading skills or boredom in school, rather than underlying issues that occur much earlier

in life.

"The science [on the effects of poverty and stress] has exploded in the last 25 years, but
the policy on the delivery of child care has stalled, without anything close to similar

progress," Dr. Shonkoff said.

While federal and state education programs typically focus on academic remediation and
nutrition for disadvantaged students, "for some kids, no matter how well you do that, it's

not enough, because the amount of adversity in their lives overwhelms," he said.

"It's asking too much," Dr. Shonkoff said, "to require parent education and an enriched
preschool program to counteract the effects of the level of adversity in some kids' lives that

is whipping up their stress-response systems."”

Researchers, including Mr. Levitt of USC and Dr. Felitti, are starting to explore new
interventions, both medical and cognitive, that might protect children's developing brains

from damage caused by stress and improve their ability to cope.

So far, there are no classroom-ready techniques beyond developing supportive relationships
between teachers and parents and their children, Mr. Levitt said. "Helping people after the
fact is really nibbling at the edges of the problems," Dr. Felitti said during a presentation on
the research at the Society for Neuroscience conference in New Orleans last month. "We

need a polio vaccine, as opposed to buying bigger and better iron lungs.”

"Stress is not something you get a lot of sympathy for,” Dr. Shonkoff said in a separate
interview at the Society for Research in Educational Effectiveness meeting in Washington.

"This is a culture that says suck it up and get over it."

But in reality, Dr. Felitti concluded, "the [ACE] study makes it clear that time does not heal
some of the adverse experiences we found so common. ... One does not 'just get over’

some things, not even 50 years later."

Coverage of school climate and student behavior and engagement is supported in part by grants from the Atlantic

Philanthropies, the NoVo Foundation, the Raikes Foundation, and the California Endowment.
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Study Bolsters Link Between Routine Hits and Brain Disease

The growing evidence of a link between head trauma and long-term, degenerative brain disease was
amplified in an extensive study of athletes, military veterans and others who absorbed repeated hits
to the head, according to new findings published in the scientific journal Brain.

The study, which included brain samples taken posthumously from 85 people who had histories of
repeated mild traumatic brain injury, added to the mounting body of research revealing the possible
consequences of routine hits to the head in sports like football and hockey. The possibility that such
mild head trauma could result in long-term cognitive impairment has come to vex sports officials,

team doctors, athletes and parents in recent years.

Of the group of 85 people, 8¢ percent (68 men) — nearly all of whom played sports — showed
evidence of chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or C.T.E., a degenerative and incurable disease whose
symptoms can include memory loss, depression and dementia.

Among the group found to have C.T.E., 50 were football players, including 33 who played in the
N.F.L. Among them were stars like Dave Duerson, Cookie Gilchrist and John Mackey. Many of the
players were linemen and running backs, positions that tend to have more contact with opponents.

Six high school football players, nine college football players, seven pro boxers and four N.H.L.
players, including Derek Boogaard, the former hockey enforcer who died from an accidental
overdose of alcohol and painkillers, also showed signs of C.T.E. The study also included 21 veterans,
most of whom were also athletes, who showed signs of C.T.E.

The study was conducted by investigators at the Boston University Center for the Study of Traumatic
Encephalopathy and the Veterans Affairs Boston Healthcare System, in collaboration with the Sports
Legacy Institute. It took four years to complete, included subjects 17 to 98 years old, and more than
doubled the number of documented cases of C.T.E. The investigators also created a four-tiered
system to classify degrees of C.T.E., hoping it would help doctors treat patients.

The volume of cases in the study “allows us to see the disease at all stages of severity and how it
starts and spreads in the brain, which gives us an idea of the mechanism of the injury,” said Ann
McKee, the main author of the study, who is a professor of neurology and pathology at Boston
University School of Medicine and works at the V.A. Boston.




Those categorized as having Stage 1 of the disease had headaches and loss of attention and
concentration, while those with Stage 2 also had depression, explosive behavior and short-term
memory loss. Those with Stage 3 of C.T.E., including Duerson, a former All-Pro defensive back for
the Chicago Bears who killed himself last year, had cognitive impairment and trouble with executive
functions like planning and organizing. Those with Stage 4 had dementia, difficulty finding words

and aggression.

Despite the breadth of the findings, the study, like others before it, did not prove definitively that
head injuries sustained on the field caused C.T.E. To do that, doctors would need to identify the
disease in living patients by using imaging equipment, blood tests or other techniques. Researchers
have not been able to determine why some athletes who performed in the same conditions did not
develop C.T.E.

The study also did not demonstrate what percentage of professional football players were likely to
develop C.T.E. To do that, investigators would need to study the brains of players who do not
develop C.T.E., and those are difficult to acquire because families of former players who do not

exhibit symptoms are less likely to donate their brains to science.

o

“It's a gambler’s game to try to predict what percentage of the population has this,” said Chris
Nowinski, a co-author of the study and a co-director of the Center for the Study of Traumatic
Encephalopathy at Boston University School of Medicine. “Many of the families donated the brains
of their loved ones because they were symptomatic. Still, this is probably more widespread than we
think.”

Researchers expected the details in the study to dispel doubts about the likelihood that many years
of head trauma can lead to C.T.E. The growing connections between head trauma and contact sports,
though, have led some nervous parents and coaches to assume that any concussion could lead to
long-term impairment. Some doctors say that oversimplifies matters. Rather, the total amount of
head trauma, including smaller subconcussive hits, as well as how they were treated, must be
considered when evaluating whether an athlete is more at risk of developing a disease like C.T.E.

“All concussions are not created equal,” said Robert Cantu, a co-author of the study and a co-director
of the encephalopathy center. “Parents have become paranoid about concussions and connecting the
dots with C.T.E., and that's wrong. The dots are really about total head trauma.”




Standardized Testing Costs States $1.7 Billion a Year, Study Says

By Andrew Ulifusa

Premium arlicle access courtesy of Edweaek.org.

Standardized-testing regimens cost states some $1.7 billion a year overall, or a quarter of 1 percent
of total K-12 spending in the United States, according to a new report on assessment finances.

The report released Nov. 29 by the Washington-based Brown Center on Education Policy, at the
Brookings Institution, calculates that the test spending by 44 states and the District of Columbia
amounted to $65 per student on average in grades 3-9 based on the most recent test-cost data the
researchers could gather. (The Brown Center report was not able to gather that data from
Connecticut, Iowa, Oklahoma, South Carolina, West Virginia, and Wyoming.)

It also says that the District of Columbia spends the most on its assessments per student—$114-—of
the 45 jurisdictions Brookings measured, followed by Hawaii, Alaska, Delaware, North Dakota, and
Massachusetts. New York, where test scoring is a local responsibility, spent the least—$7 per
student—followed by Kansas, North Carolina, Oregon, and Utah.

Despite the relatively small amount states spend on tests overall, compared with total education
spending nationally, the report, written by Brown Center fellow Matthew M. Chingos, warns that the
testing costs take on growing importance during difficult budget periods for states.

While the two consortia developing tests for the Common Core State Standards in English/language
arts and mathematics (adopted by 46 and 45 states, respectively) may help reduce overall costs for
states, the report says, “it is not yet clear whether larger consortia ... are a better choice than

smaller ones formed more organically” from a cost standpoint.
Risking ‘Backlash’

The report, titled “State Spending on K-12 Assessments,” also notes that while only 9 percent of
Americans in a poll said they disapprove of federal mandates for state tests like the math, reading,
and science tests required by No Child Left Behind Act, “there is the risk of multimillion-dollar
assessment contracts contributing to a political backiash against testing among parents and
taxpayers who oppose the use of standardized testing for accountability purposes or object to public
dollars flowing to for-profit companies (as most of the testing contractors are).”

If the money for standardized assessments was instead put toward teacher raises, the report
estimates that each teacher in the country would receive, on average, a raise of $550, or 1 percent,
based on data about teacher salaries and other factors from the 2012 Digest of Education Statistics.



The report also includes information on the major contractors that provide services for the states’

primary assessment contracts, although they don't represent all state spending on tests,

It found that six vendors overall accounted for the bulk of the states’ $669 million of annual
spending for tests required under the No Child Left Behind Act in grades 3-8 and once in high school.
That spending amounted to $27 per student on average. Of all the contractors, the report says that
New York City-based Pearson Education received the most money (39 percent), followed by
McGraw-Hill Education, also in New York (14 percent), and the Maple Grove, Minn.-based Data

Recognition Corp. (13 percent).

Of the roughly $1 billion in remaining testing costs, the Brown Center calculates that amount would
consist of the data it did not receive from the five states, as well as testing costs that are not
contracted out and costs not included in primary assessment contracts, such as state exams not
mandated by the NCLB law.

Common-Core Wrinkle

In an interview, Mr. Chingos said that comparing current state assessment costs against the
projected costs of administering and scoring the common tests now being developed would not be

meaningful, given the different numbers of students involved and the different way the work is being

parceled out.

A few factors could drive down the cost-per-student of the standards-aligned tests. In addition to the
larger number of students the consortia will be dealing with when the common-core standards are
fully implemented, the market for providing services to the consortia will remain relatively
competitive, Mr. Chingos said, since each group will likely use more than one contractor. Examples
set by Kansas and North Carolina, which use public universities for their primary assessment

contracts, could also encourage more nonprofits to enter the market, in Mr. Chingos’ view.

“It stands to reason that, all else equal, these consortia should be able to produce savings. But
where those savings go is an open question,” he said, adding that one significant move would be to

plow that money back into crafting higher-quality tests.

At the same time, Mr. Chingos said the field of companies and nonprofit groups vying for common-
core consortia work is relatively small and mostly impervious to new, outside competition, a dynamic

that could reduce potential savings for states.

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, for example, estimates a cost of $20 per student,

less than many of its member states are spending but an increase for six of its members, the report

says.,



Report

2012-2013

Enroliment J'03/J'04/J'05]J06]J 07 J'08/J'09/J"10[J"11]J 12 $'12/0"12[N"12[D 12/ JA 13/F"13|M"13TA 13| MY 131J"13
K 116] 136] 121] 145] 113 136| 128] 139 111] 148 158! 158] 158 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 128| 128] 139] 122] 148 134] 145| 126/ 133 114 148] 148] 147 Q 0 0 0 0 0 O+
2 150] 128] 138] 147] 125 146] 135! 134] 132] 137 118] 118/ 118 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 134] 151] 138] 155] 151] 122 1541 137] 136] 129 141] 141] 140 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 141] 133] 146] 144] 159 149] 133] 153] 137] 133 131] 1311 130 0 0 0 0 0 0 0}«
5 170! 147] 138] 185 148! 154 144] 128 1511 141 138] 138] 138 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
HES 839 823| 820/ 8es8| 837 841 839/ 817| 800] 802 835 834] 831 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
] 142] 170] 143] 138] 153] 154 151] 147] 121 158 144| 143] 141 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 151] 143] 169 153] 142 157] 151 152] 152] 139 161] 160] 159 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 152| 152] 142] 167] 148 143] 152! 147] 185] 150 134! 134] 134 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0
HMS 445| 465 454] 458] 443 454 454| 446| 428] 444 439] 437] 434 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0
9 159 164/ 170] 151 184 154! 151 168] 149] 159 162| 164] 180 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
10 157] 140] 152] 160] 147 169] 152| 143] 160] 137 164 164] 164 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
11 141] 145] 151] 1487 154 133| 165 144] 137] 162 130] 130] 130 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
12 128/ 136] 135 145 148 161! 135! 161] 143] 137 172 168| 187 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
HHS 585| 585! 608! 604] 63 607| 603 616| 589] 595 628! 626/ 821 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sub-total| 1869] 1873|1882 1930] 1811/ 1902| 1896] 1879 18171 1841 1802 1897/ 1888 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Alternative Schoal 7 5 4 7 £ 151 191 11 11 12 8 9 9
Anderson 2 1 1 0 ( 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Astor Day Treatment 1 1 1 3 1 2 2 4 2 2 1 1 1
BOCES 1:12:1 11 13 8 8 7 6 0 1 0 1 1 1 1
BOCES 1:6:1 15 11 ] 7 3 5 5 8 3 2 1 1 1
BOCES 1:6:2 3 1 0 0 0
BOCES 1:8:1 6 4 6 8 § 5 6 5 5 7 8 8 7
BOCES A-PIE 6 6 6 4 3 2 2 2
BOCES X-Contract 4 2 4 5 3 5 7 9 7 7 7 7
Center for Discovery 2 3 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
CRC - Children’s Rehab Center 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2
Brookside 0 4 1 2 4 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 1
Center for Spectrum Services-Kingston 1 1 1 2 3 2 2 3 3 4 7 7 6
Home Instruction 30] 32/ 28] 321 34 24! 18] 15| 13] 17 131 13 12
Home Placed by CSE 4 5 3 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hospital or Other Non-School 2 1 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 4] 0 0
Green Chimneys Residential 1 2 2 2
New Paltz CSD 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Greenburgh North Castie Residential g 9] o0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1
Private Placed by Parent 159 169 191 189| 183| 157 148 156| 155| g7 86! @21 92
Tutoring 4 9 71 11 6 5 7 4 7 6 1 1 3
Sub-total 240| 255| 260| 266| 258 229| 218| 219] 211| 158 141] 148] 145 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 2109 2128| 2142] 2196] 2169 2131)2112] 2098] 2028/ 1999 2043 20451 2031 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Highland Central School District

Student Services



Attendance Report

2012 - 2013
Attendance $'12 012 N2 D2 JA'13 F'13 M 13 A3 MY 13 JU "3
K 98.29% 95.63% 94.97% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
1 97.28% 96.22% 95.38% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
2 97.61% 96.46% 96.33% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
3 96.50% 97.03% 96.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
4 97.98% 97.03% 95.93% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
5 97.31% 97.25% 96.54% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
6 97.02% 96.25% 96.43% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
7 97.42% 97.03% 95.38% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
8 96.42% 96.66% 94.73% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
9 95.61% 95.51% 94.48% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
10 95.26% 94.45% 93.67% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
11 96.95% 95.71% 93.38% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
12 93.61% 95.80% 94.64% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Average 96.71% 96.23% 95.22% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Suspensions
HHS 0SS 1 8 6
0OSsT 0 0 0
ALC 5 5 19
HMS 0SS 3 4 2
OsT 0 0 0
ALC 2 11 5
HES 08S 0 0 0
oS8T 0 0 0
ALC 0 2 2

Highland Central School District

Student Services




Attendance Enrollment
Period 3
Z\S\Ngw-ﬁ\uaxw@mw

Days in Begin | Pupils Pupils | End Total
Grade Session | Enroll Added | Left | Enroll Absent Drop Outs | Percent Attend
K 19 158 1 1 158 144 94.97%
1 19 148 0 1 147 123 95.38%
2 19 118 0 0 118 78 96.33%
3 19 141 0 1 140 101 96.02%
4 19 131 0 1 130 96 95.93%
5 19 138 0 0 138 86 96.54%
6 19 143 0 2 141 92 96.43%
7 19 160 0 1 159 133 95.38%
8 19 134 0 0 134 127 94.73%
9 19 163 0 3 160 162 94.48%
10 19 165 0 1 164 188 93.67%
11 19 130 0 0 130 155 93.38%
12 19 168 0 1 167 162 94.64%
Totals 1897 1 12 1886 1647 0 95.22%

Highland Central School District

Student Services Office







Memorandum to the Board of Education
Highland Central School District

From: Kathleen Valentino, Claims Auditor December 8, 2012
Re:  November 2012 Warrants

Attached is a spread sheet listing the Warrants I Reviewed and Approved during
the month of November 2012, A total of 290 Claims, 239 Checks and 1 Wire Transfer
were approved for payment and represents the total of $4,014,331.22. The General Fund
(A) payments were $1,976,515.32, Cafeteria Fund (C) payments were $41,932.56,
Specialty Fund (F) payments were $10,632.25, Special Revenue Fund (CM) payments
were $1810.00 and Capital Fund (H) payments were $0.00.

During the month of November, I reviewed claims for
¢ mathematical accuracy
* purchase order and matching purchase order number
% signature of authorization

receipt of goods

sales tax exclusion

appropriateness of expenditure

properly itemized travel expenses

mileage verification and meal claims

excessive shipping fees

*

*
X

\Z
0*0

* -
0, ”n

S

.

e

*

After reviewing each set of warrants, and where discrepancies were noted, a
report/log was given to Tina Long for claim resolution prior to claim approval.
Discrepancies or issues noted included

*Reimbursement claim for Laura Simpson returned for proof of payment.
*Reimbursement claim for Suzanne Faugno returned for proof of attendance.
*P.0.#13-00044, Lowes exceeded purchase order amount.

*P.0.#13-00599, Gopher Athletics exceeded purchase order amount by $592.13
*P.0.#13-00050, Dayco, exceeded purchase order amount by 85.17

(All purchase orders exceeding amount were sent to Louise Lynch for approval).

Overall, the discrepancies, errors and/or issues were expediently corrected,
credited or provided. If there are any questions or concerns regarding the information
provided, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.




s

Highland Central School District - 2012- 2013

Warrants Approved -November 2012

These are the warrants | reviewed and approved for payment.

Warrants Funds

# A C E M Total Paid | Claims | Checks | Wires
32 $ 200,397.03 $ 557000|% 28.00 47 39
33 $ 279,219.86 1 1
37 $ 48267158 % 10,08790|% 184969 (% 120.00 78 64
39 $ 701,021.31 1% 31,784.81 | % 36824 |$ 147.00 71 59
40 $ 40439631 % 59851% 2844321% 369.00 31 29
42 $ 218,391.10 $ 1,146.00 62 48

Totals $1,922,140.51 | $ 41,93256 | $ 10,632.25 | $ 1,810.00 $ 1,976,515.32 290 239 1
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